Failure of passive transfer in calves: comparison of field diagnosis methods.
Calves with serum immunoglobulin levels less than 800 mg/dl have a failure of passive transfer of maternal antibodies, those with 800-1600 mg/dl have a partial failure of passive transfer, and those with greater than 1600 mg/dl have adequate immunoglobulin levels. Tests for immunoglobulin level evaluation are most accurate when serum from healthy animals 1-8 days old is used. Of the sodium sulfite precipitation, zinc sulfate turbidity and glutaraldehyde coagulation tests, the first is the most useful field test for evaluation of serum immunoglobulin levels in calves. It is inexpensive, easy to perform and relatively accurate.